
 

 

 
 

MODULE 2: Quality of Life and Development in the Philippines 
LESSON 3 TITLE: Politics and Society in the Philippines 
GRADE/SUBJECT: Grade 8 Geography 
AUTHORS: Philip Kelly, Michelle Aglipay and Patt Olivieri 
 
Activity Overview 
 
This is the third of three lessons in a module that presents some of the distinctive features that shape 
development and quality of life in the Philippines. The focus of this lesson is the nature of politics in the 
Philippines. Corruption is often identified as an impediment to development, but it is countered by the bravery 
of citizens who engage in activism to demand accountability and justice. From People Power to anti- 
corruption protests, such activist movements have been a prominent part of Philippine society and history. 
Likewise, in Canada and in many parts of the world, citizens have gathered together in political or social 
movements to have their voices heard (e.g., Women’s March, Arab Spring). In the minds-on activity students 
are asked to explore their own personal level of activism. What would it take for students to actively 
participate in a protest? In literature circles, students will read articles and watch a video of an anti-corruption 
protest in the Philippines. They will examine how government corruption affects quality of life and how 
activism can help to prevent or correct this. Using the Philippines as an example, they will apply this to an 
exploration of how they might act in order to have their voices heard in troubling situations (e.g. government 
corruption or otherwise).  
 
 
Overall Expectation(s):  

 
B1. analyse some interrelationships among factors 
that contribute to global inequalities, with a focus on 
inequalities in quality of life, and assess various 
responses to these inequalities; 
 
B2. use the geographic inquiry process to investigate 
issues related to global development and quality of 
life from a geographic perspective; 

B3. demonstrate an understanding of significant 
patterns in and factors affecting economic 
development and quality of life. 
 

Specific Expectation(s): 
 
B1.1 analyse some interrelationships among factors 
that can contribute to quality of life; 
 
B2.1 formulate questions to guide investigations into 
issues related to global development and quality of 
life from a geographic perspective; 

B3.5 identify various groups and organizations that 
work to improve quality of life; 

B3.9 describe the spatial distribution of wealth, both 
globally and within selected countries/regions.  
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Catholic Graduate Expectations: 
 
Guiding Question for Inquiry: 
How do we enable student voice and agency through Catholic social teaching? 
 
A Discerning Believer Formed in the Catholic Faith Community who: 
CGE1d -develops attitudes and values founded on Catholic social teaching and acts to promote social 
responsibility, human solidarity and the common good; 
 
An Effective Communicator who: 
CGE2c -presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with sensitivity to others; 
 
A Reflective and Creative Thinker who: 
CGE3c -thinks reflectively and creatively to evaluate situations and solve problems; 
 
A Self-Directed, Responsible, Lifelong Learner who: 
CGE4g -examines and reflects on one’s personal values, abilities and aspirations influencing life’s choices and 
opportunities; 
 
A Collaborative Contributor who: 
CGE5b -thinks critically about the meaning and purpose of work; 
 
A Caring Family Member who: 
CGE6c -values and honours the important role of the family in society; 
 
A Responsible Citizen who: 
CGE7e -witnesses Catholic social teaching by promoting equality, democracy, and solidarity for a just, 
peaceful and compassionate society. 
 
 
Evidence of Learning (Assessment and Evaluation Plan): 
 

● Prior Knowledge: definitions of Activism, Corruption, Poor Services, Democracy, Ignoring Rules 
● discussion 
● anecdotal notes 
● reading skills/strategies 
● observations 
● writing task 
● collaborative talk structures 
● Philippine Quality of Life Bingo (BLM.GEO8.M2.1.2): assessment as learning 

 
Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
Minds-on [5 mins] 
Present the following scenario to students: The school board has announced that all graduation celebrations 
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for Grade 8 have been cancelled this year and the funds will be reassigned, with no explanation. What would 
you do about this? 
 
Four corners activity [5 mins] 
Label 4 corners of the room: 
 

1. Do nothing  
2. Write a letter, tweet or social media post 
3. Join a protest/march that will likely be televised 
4. Try to organize and lead fellow students to protest  

 
Have students move towards the corner that represents their opinion and/or action. Have them discuss the 
reasoning behind their choice with another person in that corner. Following the activity, invite a few students 
from each corner to explain their thoughts. 
 
Case Study: Protesting Corruption [30 mins in total] 
Using computers with internet access, have students visit the following links and read the articles about 
anti-corruption protests in the Philippine capital of Manila in 2013: 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/philippine-anti-corruption-protests-draw-massive-crowds-1.1401957 
Similar coverage is also available here (with more pictures): 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-politics-idUSBRE97P01T20130826 
Alternatively, you may print and photocopy the CBC article and provide it to students to read. 
 
Videos of the August 26, 2013 protest are widely available. In order to give students a fuller sense of the event 
and to inform their discussions in the next step, you may watch a video of the protest found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKo-xFF6RsU 
 
Literature Circles [20 mins] 
Literature circles allow for in-depth, student-led discussions based on a piece of writing. Organize your 
students into “literature circles” that consist of:  
 

● 3-5 students per group (they may either be formed by the teacher or students) 
● the students deciding how the article will be read (i.e., independently, aloud by one/all students) 
● the teacher serving as facilitator 
● assessment through observation 
● students deciding how the literature circle experience will be documented  
● open discussion and natural conversation 

 
Class Discussion [10 mins] 
Once the students have completed their literature circles, address the following questions in class: 
 

1. How could the misdirected funds have been used to improve quality of life in the Philippines? 
What public services could the funds have been used for? 

● Money that should be used for services such as education and health is instead used to enrich corrupt 
politicians or to finance their favoured projects 
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● It highlights the lack of concern among some politicians about the extreme poverty of many of their 
compatriots 

 
2.   Who were the protesters? What do you think their motivation was for protesting corruption? 
● The protesters were Church leaders, civic groups, health workers, students and entire families.  
● Reflecting Catholic social values such as solidarity, equality, and democracy, the protesters were likely 

motivated by the desire to help the impoverished of the country and to foster the common good. 
  

3.   What methods and tools did the protesters use in order to get their point across? 
● They gathered as a large group of people and used placards, chants, petitions, clothing, marching, and 

humour to show their discontent with the actions of the government officials. 
 
4.   What do the protesters hope to accomplish through their actions? 
● They warn elected officials that people feel strongly about this issue and could hold them accountable 

at election time. 
● To ensure that the funds in question are directed appropriately in the future 

 
Consolidation  [5 mins]: 

● Revisit minds-on  
● Re-do four corners exercise asking students if they would have joined the protest in Manila. 
● Students will carry on with their “Philippine Quality of Life Bingo” (BLM.GEO8.M2.1.2) card. Students 

will check off Activism, Corruption, Poor Services, Democracy, Ignoring Rules 
 
Differentiated Instruction and Accommodations/Special Needs:  
 

● rephrase, repeat instructions 
● provision of visual, audio, kinesthetic prompts, etc. 
● allow for choice, where applicable, through differentiating instruction and/or assessment 
● provision of tools and/or apps (i.e., Google translate) 
● varied instructional strategies (i.e., individual, pair, small/large group) 
● ‘Flipped’ classroom; provide link to video/article/website prior to lesson 
● scribe 
● frequent breaks 
● chunk assignments into manageable tasks 
● additional time to complete work 
● collaborative talk structures prior to written work 

 
*Instructional, assessment and environmental accommodations must reflect student’s Individual Education 
Plan, if applicable. 
 
Learning Materials 

 

● Internet access, computers, a projector, and 
speakers 

● Philippine anti-corruption protests draw 
massive crowds (CBC, 2013): 
http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/philippine-anti

Elements of 21st Century Learning 
 
Collaboration: Students work together, sharing 
responsibility, making substantive  decisions, 
inter-dependently. 

Knowledge Construction: Students create or adapt 
and evaluate prior knowledge, influencing change  in 
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-corruption-protests-draw-massive-crowds-1.
1401957 

● Tens of Thousands of Filipinos protest “pork 
barrel” funds (Reuters, 2013) by Rosmarie 
Francisco: 
http://www.reuters.com/article/us-philippines-
politics-idUSBRE97P01T20130826 

● Thousands protest in Philippines against 
corruption (2013): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kKo-xFF6
RsU 

● “Philippine Quality of Life Bingo” 
(BLM.GEO8.M2.1.2) 

 

a new context, across multiple disciplines. 

Real‐World Problem Solving & Innovation: 
Students problem solve, reaching beyond their 
immediate world, finding innovative solutions, 
consulting with experts in the wider community. 

Skilled Communication: Students  use various 
forms  of communication, providing supporting 
evidence,  communicating with clarity, honesty and 
sensitivity,  reaching out to the greater community to 
enhance the quality of life. 

Self-Regulation: Students work on long-‐term 
activities, knowing learning  goals  and success 
criteria in advance, with opportunities for 
self-‐direction, revising their work based on feedback. 

Use of ICT for Learning: Students have the 
opportunity to use Information and Communication 
Technology for knowledge construction, creating ICT 
artifacts for others to use. 

Resources 
 

● For an episodic history of Philippines, including popular movements such as EDSA People Power’s 
Revolution, visit http://www.philippine-history.org/ 

● Daniels, H. (2002). Literature circles: Voice and choice in book clubs and reading groups. Portland, Me: 
Stenhouse Publishers. 

Teaching Notes 
 
By the end of this learning activity, students will have completed their “Philippine Quality of Life Bingo” 
(BLM.GEO8.M2.1.2) card which was introduced in the Module 2, Lesson 1 found here: 
https://passocblog.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/passoc_geography_module2lesson1.pdf 
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