
 

 
 
LESSON TITLE:  Economic Relations between Canada and the Philippines and Employment Trends  
SUBJECT/Grade:  CGC 1D1 Grade 9 Academic: Issues in Canadian Geography  
AUTHORS:  Kristina Tjon-A-San and Audrey Ferrer 
 
Activity Overview 
 
This is the fourth of four lessons dealing with population changes. Students will examine the importance of 
economic trade relations between Canada and the Philippines by looking at their shared imports and exports. 
They will examine an infographic that deals with imports, exports and employment trends for immigrants and 
Filipinos. Students will have to recall the major industries within various Canadian provinces from the previous 
lesson to make the connection between jobs and population distribution.  Students will be challenged to 
address stereotypes surrounding employment and opportunity for the Filipino community. The lesson will also 
address the issue of deprofessionalisation, as many Filipinos came to Canada with a minimum of an 
undergraduate degree, but were unable to find work in their area of specialty due to numerous systemic 
barriers in Canadian society.  A short video will demonstrate how Filipinos are also visible in sectors like 
policing. This lesson ends with creating an employment pathway infographic that will help more 
Filipinos/immigrants into industries where they are under-represented. Students will also be asked to reflect on 
the profession they have chosen and indicate why they believe it would be difficult to enter that field and the 
importance of more representation in that area.  
 
 
Overall Expectation(s):  
 
A1 . Geographic Inquiry: use the geographic inquiry 
process and the concepts of geographic thinking 
when investigating issues relating to Canadian 
geography; 
 
C3.  Industries and Economic Development: assess 
the relative importance of different industrial sectors 
to the Canadian economy and Canada’s place in the 
global economy, and analyse factors that influence 
the location of industries in these sectors 
 
D2.  Immigration and Cultural Diversity: describe the 
diversity of Canada’s population, and assess some 
social, economic, political, and environmental 
implications of immigration and diversity for Canada  
 
D3.  Demographic Patterns and Trends: analyse 
patterns of population settlement and various 
demographic characteristics of the Canadian 
population  

Specific Expectation(s): 
 
A1.4  interpret and analyse data and information 
relevant to their investigations, using various tools, 
strategies, and approaches appropriate for 
geographic inquiry 
 
C3.2  identify patterns and trends in imports and 
exports for various sectors of the Canadian economy 
 
D2.1  identify factors that influence where immigrants 
settle in Canada, and assess the opportunities and 
challenges presented by immigration and cultural 
diversity in Canada  
 
D3.2  identify factors that influence the demographic 
characteristics of settlements across Canada  
 
 
 
 

1 
PASSOC: Philippine Arts & Social Studies in the Ontario Curriculum  ©  2019 
 



 
 
 
Catholic Graduate Expectation(s): 
 
An effective communicator who: 
CGE2b:  reads, understands and uses written materials effectively 
CGE2c:  presents information and ideas clearly and honestly and with sensitivity to others 
CGE2d:  writes and speaks fluently one or both of Canada’s official languages 
A self-directed, responsible, lifelong learner who: 
CGE4b:  demonstrates flexibility and adaptability 
CGE4f:  applies effective communication, decision-making, problem-solving, time and resource management 
skills 
A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who: 
CGE3c:  thinks reflectively and creatively to evaluate situations and solve problems 
CGE3e:  a holistic approach to life by integrating learning from various subject areas and experience; 
CGE3f:  examines, evaluates and applies knowledge of interdependent systems (physical, political, ethical, 
socio-economic and ecological) for the development of a just and compassionate society. 
A collaborative contributor who: 
CGE5a:  works effectively as an interdependent team member 
 
Evidence of Learning (Assessment and Evaluation Plan): 
 
Prior Knowledge:  working knowledge the terms import, export, trading partner, negative trade balance, 
positive trade balance, tariffs, GDP, primary industry, secondary industry, secondary industry, tertiary industry, 
quaternary industry. Students will also have to know the major industries within each province from the 
previous Industries unit.  

● Observation 
● Socratic Questioning  
● Wordle 
● Infographic Questions 
● Think-Pair-Share 
● Job Advertisement 
● Reflection  
● Exit Ticket 

Teaching/Learning Strategies 
 
Minds-on [5 minutes] 
Have students think about what it means to contribute to the economy. Have students brainstorm and put the 
words on the board. Alternatively, they may brainstorm in small groups. Review responses as a class.  
 
Action [95 minutes] 
Using “Reviewing Key Terms” ( BLM.CGC9.4.1a), have students work in pairs or small groups to recall and 
define  the following terms in their own words in the first column of the worksheet:  

import 
export 
negative trade balance 

positive trade balance trading 
partner 
GDP 
tariffs 
 

primary industry 
secondary industry 
tertiary industry 
quaternary industry 

 
2 

PASSOC: Philippine Arts & Social Studies in the Ontario Curriculum  ©  2019 
 



Review as a class and dictate the actual definitions. Students will write the actual definition in the second 
column. See “Reviewing Key Terms: Answer Key” ( BLM.CGC9.4.1b)  for correct definitions.  
 
Reading Infographics [25 minutes] 
Students will compare trade between the Philippines and Canada to see the importance of this bilateral 
relationship. They will look at the infographic “Canada and the Philippines: Economic Relations” 
( BLM.CGC9.4.2 ). You may project this graphic onto a screen or if students have devices, they may view it on 
the PASSOC Project website found here: 
https://passocproject.com/economic-relations-between-canada-and-the-philippines-and-employment-trends/ 
Working individually or in pairs, students will answer the questions on the worksheet “Reading Infographics” 
( BLM.CGC9.4.3a ). Take up the answers as a class.  See  “Reading Infographics: Answer Key” ( BLM.CGC9.4.3b ) 
for correct responses.  
 
Where Immigrants Work [20 minutes] 
While still looking at BLM.CGC9.4.2, students will break off into pairs and choose three industries from the 
“Where immigrants work” chart on BLM.CGC9.4.2 and discuss what provinces in Canada those jobs would be 
the most abundant. Students will share and explain their answers to the class. 
 
Labour Export [25 minutes] 
Highlight that for many countries the biggest benefit of trade partnerships are the workers who leave a country 
for work. For example, the major export for the Philippines is people. In 2018, it is estimated that 2.3 million 
people left the Philippines to find work in other countries. 
 
Have students think about what industries they believe Filipinos participate in. Use Wordle or another word art 
program to create a visual representation of what students are saying. Students may only say locations or 
specific job roles, so you may want to group them into specific industries as listed on “Filipinos at work 
look-fors” (BLM.CGC.4.4) 
 
Guided Discussion: Deprofessionalization [10 minutes] 
Have a discussion about the deprofessionalization of Filipinos/immigrants upon entering the country. 
According to Statistics Canada, 85% of Filipino immigrants from 1960s-1970s had a minimum of an 
undergraduate degree. While many of them were able to obtain professional work, it required an “upgrading” 
of qualifications. With Canada's current immigration trend, 72% of Filipinos are entering Canada with an 
undergraduate degree therefore many Filipinos are still entering Canada with higher education levels than their 
current occupation may suggest. Studies indicate a downward mobility trend amongst Filipinos in Canada 
(especially those who immigrated through the Live-In Caregiver policy). Highlight the following points that 
hinder an upward mobility trajectory amongst Filipino immigrants. 
 

Unfamiliarity with the Canadian 
workforce 

need for “Canadian” experience or 
education  

time associated with upgrading 
skills 

Employer’s failure to recognize 
credentials  

Unfamiliarity with labour market 
practices 

general discrimination in the 
workplace 

barriers with licensing in 
professional trades 

greater competition   cost associated with upgrading 
skills 

 
Defying Stereotypes [20 minutes] 
Based on student responses have students consider how jobs and employment opportunities impact the 
population in a “Think-Pair-Share” (BLM.CGC.4.5). Now that the students have come up with jobs where they 
believe most Filipinos participate in, show the YouTube video, “ Meet the Toronto cop who's a former Filipino 
soap star”, which can be found here:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFwLNJXr3Qw  . This video will 
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challenge any preconceptions or existing stereotypes that suggest that immigrants/Filipinos only excel or have 
access to certain employment pathways.  
 
Task:  Employment Pathways Infographic [60 minutes]  
Have students consider occupations where they believe Filipinos/immigrants are underrepresented and create 
an infographic that would map out a pathway for a foreign-trained professional to enter that particular 
profession in Canada. Go over the task and expectations with the class using the handout “Employment 
Pathway Infographic” ( BLM.CGC9.4.6) . For example, if you are a Filipino immigrant with an undergraduate 
degree in law and had been a practicing lawyer in the Philippines before immigrating, what barriers would you 
face in obtaining a similar job in Canada? What would you have to do to be able to work in your particular 
field? How easy would it be for you to upgrade your accreditation recognized in Canada? This task may be 
assigned for homework. Encourage students to look at their communities or families of examples of 
employment pathways for immigrants. Draw students’ attention to the rubric on  BLM.CGC9.4.6 for evaluation 
criteria.  
 
Consolidation [15 minutes] 
Students will complete an exit ticket answering the following prompt: “ In what ways can Canada help ease the 
accreditation process for immigrants to promote greater job diversity and opportunity amongst immigrant 
groups?” Collect and assess for student understanding of the topics of this lesson.  
 
 
Differentiated Instruction and Accommodations/Special Needs:  

● Write answers on the board or provide a handout for students who struggle with literacy  
● Try pairing at least one person who speaks the same language as the ELL student in your class, if none 

exists, encourage the student to use google translate or another translation app or dictionary 
● Rephrase, repeat instructions 
● Provision of visual, audio, prompts 
● Additional time 
● Collaborative work 
● Chunk main tasks and/or concepts for students 
● Allow students to work in pairs if they struggle with the content/are shy 
● Pair stronger students with those who may need more assistance  
● Allow for anonymity for shy students by using apps like Wordle to create a visual representation 

 
Learning Materials 

 
● BLM.CGC9.4.1 “Key Terms” 
● BLM.CGC9.4.2 “Infographic: Canada and the 

Philippines Economic Relations” 
● BLM.CGC9.4.3 “Infographic Questions” 
● BLM.CGC.4.4 “Filipinos at work look-fors” 
● BLM.CGC.4.5 “Think-Pair-Share” 
● BLM.CGC9.4.6 “Employment Pathway 

Infographic” 
● BLM.CGC9.47 “Exit Ticket” 

 
 

Elements of 21 st  Century Learning 
 
Critical Thinking and Problem Solving:  Acquires, 
processes, interprets, and analyzes information to 
make informed decisions  
 
Innovation, Creativity, and Entrepreneurship: 
Makes discoveries through inquiry research 
 
Collaboration:  Students work together, sharing 
responsibility, making substantive decisions, 
interdependently 
 
Communication:  Asks effective questions to acquire 
knowledge 

Resources 
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● CBC News. (2017, July 7).  Meet the Toronto cop who's a former Filipino soap star. [video file]. 
Retrieved August 10th 2019 from:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TFwLNJXr3Qw  

● Gonzales, J.B and Pillar, P.L. (2018, May 25).  By the numbers: overseas Filipino workers . Retrieved 
from:  https://www.bworldonline.com/by-the-numbers-overseas-filipino-workers/ 

● Government of Canada. (2015 October 23).  Factsheet: Philippines . Retrieved from: 
https://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/philippines/bilateral_relations_bilaterales/fs_philippines-philippi
nes_fd.aspx?lang=eng  

● Kelly, P. F., Astorga-Garcia, M. F., & Esguerra, E. (2012). Filipino Immigrants in the Toronto Labour 
Market: Towards an Understanding of Deprofessionalization.  Filipinos in Canada , 68–88. doi: 
10.3138/9781442662728-006 

● Yassad, L. and Fields, A. (2018, December 24).  The Canadian  immigrant labour market: recent trends 
from 2006-2017 . Retrieved from: 
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/71-606-x/71-606-x2018001-eng.htm  

Teaching Notes 
 

● This lesson relies on the knowledge of concepts that can be quite dense from the previous unit. Try 
playing games to help them get into the mindset of trading and partnerships. National Geographic has 
a good resource available for download online. Please see the links above in the resources section. 

● According to Statistics Canada, Filipinos enjoy a higher employment rate than other immigrant groups, 
this is attributed to the higher level of education of Filipinos (72% having post-secondary education) 

● According to Statistics Canada, Canada presently has a negative trade balance with the Philippines 

● The infographic helps to support OSSLT initiatives especially if the cohort struggles with graphic texts 
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BLM.CGC9.4.1a 

Reviewing Key Concepts 
CONCEPT  IN YOUR WORDS...  ACTUAL DEFINITION 

Import   
 

 

Export     

Negative trade 
balance 

 
 

 

Positive trade 
balance 

 
 

 

Trading partner   
 

 

GDP   
 

 

Tariffs   
 
 

 

Primary industry   
 
 

 

Secondary 
industry 

 
 
 

 

Tertiary industry   
 
 

 

Quaternary 
industry 
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BLM.CGC9.4.1b 

Reviewing Key Concepts: Answer Key 
Import  Goods or services brought into a country from abroad 

 

Export  Sending goods or services to another country 

Negative trade 
balance 

Also known as a trade deficit is when a country’s imports exceed its exports 
 
 

Positive trade 
balance 

Also known as a trade surplus is when a country’s exports exceed its imports 
 
 

Trading 
partner 

A region or country that another country buys from or sells to 
 
 

GDP  Gross Domestic Product (a measure of a country’s total economic activity 
 
 

Tariffs  Taxes placed on imported goods by a country  
 
 

Primary 
industry 

Extracting raw materials from the land or sea (ex. Mining, fishing, forestry, 
farming, quarrying) 
 

Secondary 
industry 

Taking raw materials and processing them into manufactured goods and 
products. (Ex.food processing, automotive manufacturing, etc…) 
 

Tertiary 
industry 

An industry that focuses on providing services (ex.  doctors, dentists, garbage 
collection and banks) 
 

Quaternary 
industry 

An  industry that involves intellectual services: research, development, and 
information. (ex. consultancy, financial planning, designing, information 
technologies, research and development) 
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BLM.CGC9.4.2 
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BLM.CGC9.4.3a 

Reading Infographics  
 
Using the infographic answer the following questions: 
 

1. List 10 everyday products that come from imports to Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. Identify one product that Canada receives from the Philippines and explain why that is 

surprising to you. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3. List 10 everyday products that come from the exports from Canada 

 
 
 
 
 

 
4. Why do you think that Filipinos would have the highest employment percentage amongst 

immigrants in Canada? 
 
 
 
 
 

 
5. What are some jobs associated with the various industries listed? 
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BLM.CGC9.4.3b 
 

Reading Infographics: Answer Key 
 

1. List 10 everyday products that are made with/from imports to Canada. 
 
cellphones, televisions, clothes, rubber bands, cups, dvd players, laptops, shoes, appliances, toys, 
etc… 
 

2. Identify one product that Canada receives from the Philippines and explain why that is 
surprising to you. 
 
answers will vary 

 
3. List 10 everyday products that come from the exports from Canada 

burgers, tables, chairs, bicycles, motorcycles, cars, batteries, bricks, cosmetics, lights, etc… 
 

4. Why do you think that Filipinos would have the highest employment percentage amongst 
immigrants in Canada? 

● language proficiency  
● education 
● large, established community 
● recruitment agencies 
● reputation 

 
 

5. What are some jobs associated with the various industries listed? 
  (the list can be extensive but some examples are below) 

● Fast Food worker 
● Nurse 
● bank teller 
● custodial work 
● insurance 
● dental hygienist 
● receptionist 
● call centre worker 
● factory worker 
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BLM.CGC9.4.4 
 

Filipinos at Work: Look-Fors 
 
The most common answers will resemble the following: 
 
Industry  Specific Jobs/Roles 

Service  Cashier 
McDonald’s 
Tim Hortons 
Any fast-food restaurant  
Housekeepers 
 

Healthcare  Nurses 
Nannies 
Porters 
Dental hygienists 
 
 

Administrative  Receptionist 
Administrative Assistant 

Manufacturing   Garment workers 
Automotive workers 
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BLM.CGC9.4.5 

Think-Pair-Share 
  
Problem to consider:  How does employment impact population? (think growth, where people live, 
services) 

  
Think 
On your own, write three ideas you have about this question or problem: 

  
1.________________________________________________________________ 
  
2.________________________________________________________________ 
  
3.________________________________________________________________ 
  
   

Pair 
Discuss your ideas with a partner. Put a check by any ideas, above, that your partner also wrote down. 
Then, write down ideas your partner had that you did not have: 

  
1.________________________________________________________________ 
 
2.________________________________________________________________ 
  
3.________________________________________________________________ 

  
  
Share 
Review all of your ideas and circle the one you think is most important. One of you will share this idea with 
the whole group. 

  
As you listen to the ideas of the whole group, write down three more ideas you liked: 
  
1.__________________________________________________________________ 
  
2.__________________________________________________________________ 
 
3.__________________________________________________________________ 
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BLM.CGC9.4.6 
 

Employment Pathways Infographic 
 
You have looked at the ways in which employment opportunities have shaped the growth of communities 
in Canada. You will now choose an industry where you feel a particular ethnic community is 
underrepresented and create an infographic highlighting the pathways to enter this profession from an 
immigrant perspective. You will have to address how immigrants deal with deprofessionalization and 
obtaining accreditation in Canada. For example, if you are a Filipino immigrant with an undergraduate 
degree in law and had been a practicing lawyer in the Philippines before immigrating, what barriers would 
you face in obtaining a similar job in Canada? What would you have to do to be able to work in your 
particular field? How easy would it be for you to upgrade your accreditation recognized in Canada? 
 
Your pathways infographic should include the following things: 
 

❏ A picture of the job/profession 
❏ job description 
❏ skills/education necessary for employment 
❏ barriers in entering  profession 
❏ solutions to the barriers  
❏ location(s) where employment is greater in that field 
❏ catchy title 

 
Upon finishing your infographic, you will also submit a reflection where you address why you chose that 
specific profession, what barriers immigrant groups faced that caused them to be underrepresented, and 
why it is important that there is more representation for that profession (how does greater representation 
benefit communities?) 
 
 
Rubric 

  Level 1  Level 2  Level 3  Level 4 

D3.2  identify factors that 
influence the demographic 
characteristics of 
settlements across Canada  

Employment pathway 
infographic does not 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 
connection between 
economic opportunity and 
population distribution  
 
 

Employment pathway 
infographic somewhat 
demonstrates an 
understanding of the 
connection between 
economic opportunity and 
population distribution 
 
 

Employment pathway 
infographic demonstrates 
an understanding of the 
connection between 
economic opportunity and 
population distribution  
 
 

Employment pathway 
infographic demonstrates a 
clear and thorough 
understanding of the 
connection between 
economic opportunity and 
population distribution  

D2.1  identify factors that 
influence where immigrants 
settle in Canada, and 
assess the opportunities 
and challenges presented 
by immigration and cultural 
diversity in Canada  

-infographic does not 
address the challenges 
Filipinos/immigrants face 
with employment prospects  
 
-is missing 3 or more 
pieces of information 

infographic superficially 
addresses the challenges 
Filipinos/immigrants face 
with employment prospects  
 
-missing 1-3 pieces of 
information  
 

-infographic addresses the 
challenges 
Filipinos/immigrants face 
with employment prospects  
 
-all information is present 
and clearly communicated 
 

-infographic thoroughly 
addresses the challenges 
Filipinos/immigrants face 
with employment prospects  
 
-all information is present 
and creatively 
communicated in a clear 
concise manner 
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BLM.CGC9.4.7 
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